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Chairman Phil Mendelson
at the request of the Mayor

A BILL

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To amend An Act To establish a code of law for the District of Columbia to clarify that
individuals who stay beyond the term of their rental, reservation, or other contractual
agreement in a hotel, motel, or similar establishment that provides lodging to transient
guests are without lawful authority to remain on the property; and to amend the Short-
Term Rental Regulation Act of 2018 to clarify that a transient guest of a short-term
rental, including a vacation rental, shall exit the premises at the conclusion of their rental
and shall have no right to remain on the premises after the conclusion of their rental
unless granted such right by the host.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Illegal Occupancy Enforcement Amendment Act of 2026”.

Sec. 2. Section 824(a) of An Act To establish a code of law for the District of Columbia,
approved March 3, 1901 (31 Stat. 1324; D.C. Official Code § 22-3302(a)), is amended by adding
a new paragraph (3) to read as follows:

“(3) For the purposes of this subsection, a person who, without lawful permission,
remains in a hotel, motel, or similar establishment that provides lodging to transient guests
beyond the term of the person’s rental, reservation, or other contractual agreement, or without
timely making a contractually required payment for the rental or reservation, shall be deemed to
be without lawful authority to remain in the property.”.

Sec. 3. Section 107 of the Short-Term Rental Regulation Act of 2018, effective April 25,

2019 (D.C. Law 22-307; D.C. Official Code § 30-201.07), is amended as follows:
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(a) The existing text is designated as subsection (a).

(b) Subsection (a) is amended by striking the phrase “short-term rental” and inserting the
phrase “short-term rental, including a vacation rental,” in its place.

(c) A new subsection (b) is added to read as follows:

“(b) A transient guest of a short-term rental, including a vacation rental, shall exit the
premises at the conclusion of their rental and shall have no right to remain on the premises after
the conclusion of their rental unless granted such right by the host.”.

Sec. 4. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal
impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975,
approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the
Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 60-day period of congressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(2) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24,1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.22(c)(2)), and publication in the District of

Columbia Register.



