
The Housing Investment Protection Act strengthens our housing laws to support tenants,
protect housing investments, and improve the court process.

Specifically, the Act will:

•	 Give DCHA the flexibility necessary to support a tenant while their unit is repaired or 
rehabilitated;

•	 Clarify a housing provider’s right and responsibility to access their units to make repairs;
•	 Expand the Local Rental Supplement Program for project-based vouchers from 30% to 50%. 

This will expand the supply of affordable housing.
•	 Clarify the definition of “tenant” so it is clear who can assert the right of first refusal under the 

Tenants Opportunity to Purchase Act.
•	 Improve the TOPA law to ensure that transactions are enforceable, prevent unintended 

consequences, and support the administration of the program.
•	 Strengthen the District’s Opportunity to Purchase Act to clarify that the Mayor has ability to 

purchase newer buildings within a 15-year window, on an expedited timeframe, to preserve 
more affordable units.

The Act will also Improve the Court Process. It will:
•	 Clarify that tenants receiving housing vouchers are only required to pay their fair share into 

protective orders;
•	 Establish a 60-day hearing timeline for eviction cases to ensure there is a predictable timeline 

for landlords and tenants; and
•	 Modernize processes for delivery and receipt of eviction notices.

The Illegal Occupancy Enforcement Amendment Act will provide the tools necessary for MPD to 
remove individuals who remain in their short-term rentals or vacation units beyond the term of 
their stay.

Specifically, the Act will:

•	 Amend the short-term rental law to clarify that a guest has no lawful right to remain after the 
conclusion of their stay.

•	 Make clear that guests unlawfully staying beyond their term in a short-term rental, vacation 
rental, or hotel are trespassing and, if needed, can be removed.

Mayor Bowser introduces the Housing Investment Protection Act and the 
Illegal Occupancy Enforcement Amendment Act to continue efforts to modernize 

housing laws, support tenants, preserve affordable housing, 
and strengthen investment in the District’s housing market.


